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467 kilometres from Brisbane
191 kilometres from Coffs Harbour
SYDNEY

COFFS HARBOUR

Living in Armidale is easy to imagine. Imagine the
beautiful home that you would buy for a fraction of the
cost of a home in Sydney. Imagine getting to work in
5 minutes, with no traffic jams to contend with. Think
about your children walking to school, just around the
corner from your home and not feeling worried. Imagine
working in an environment where you have the time to
see your child receive an award at school. Imagine not
having to worry about water restrictions and think how
your garden will blossom. Living in Armidale is not a
figment of your imagination, it is an everyday reality for
thousands of people.
Armidale differs from most inland regional centres because
it has a long established university, transforming it from a
rural town to a sophisticated and cosmopolitan city.
Through the University, TAFE, fine independent and public
schools the city has become a significant education
centre, creating a wider range of jobs and business
opportunities than usually found in the country. It has
a well educated and diverse population who stimulate
change and demand a high standard of living.
There are 62 direct flights between Armidale and Sydney
each week and a daily train service. Armidale is serviced by
all major coach companies each day enroute to Sydney,
Melbourne and Brisbane. The coast is only two hours away
along the Waterfall Way, one of the most beautiful scenic
drives in Australia.

The University of New England has established a Medical
School with an intake of 60 students each year. As a result
Armidale has attracted more medical specialists than ever
before and the local hospital will be upgraded for tertiary
teaching purposes. The Armidale Private Hospital is also
located in the grounds of the public hospital and has been
rated amongst the top performing private hospitals
in NSW.
The city has first class sporting facilities. For those who
like the outdoors there are hobby farms on the outskirts
of the city to follow rural pursuits, bushwalking in nearby
world heritage national parks, trout fishing, white water
rafting, sailing in Malpas Dam, Heli-fishing, canyoning and
abseiling to name but a few!
As for business, there are many successful business
enterprises in Armidale related to university research and
education, to farming and grazing, professional services,
retail, manufacturing and information technology.
Armidale is the first city in mainland Australia to be fully
fibred under the National Broadband Network (NBN)
program. Many Armidale businesses are involved in thriving
global ventures. We welcome your interest and inquiries
and encourage you to come here to live, work and invest.

Armidale has the best regional art gallery in NSW outside
the main metropolitan cities with major collections valued
at over $40 million. The city has a twin cinema which
shows mainstream and art house movies. There is the New
England Conservatorium of Music, a Symphony Orchestra,
a Youth Orchestra, a biennial Bach Festival and several
choral groups. The Armidale Drama & Musical Society,
Stage One Theatre for Children and the University of New
England Department of Theatre Studies perform regularly
during the year.
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THE ARMIDALE ECONOMY
Established as an Evocity in 2010, Armidale has enjoyed
significant growth in many sectors of the city, Armidale
is experiencing a revival as a regional economic force. It
has been identified as one of only 20 centres in Australia
with an abundant long term water supply and its cool
mountain climate is regarded as a major advantage with
climate change on the horizon.
The Armidale economy is a strong economy that has
experienced steady growth. Armidale continued to grow
over the course of the Global Financial Crisis to $1.2 billion
in 2009-2010 (a 9.6% increase from the previous year)
driven by growth in the Retail Trade, Information Media &
Telecommunications, Rental Hiring & Real Estate Services
and Education & Training Sectors.
Education & Training is the largest sector of the economy,
generating over one-fifth (22.2%) or $215 million of value
in the economy and 21.4% of all jobs, demonstrating the
importance of the University of New England, Armidale
TAFE and a range of high quality independent day and
boarding school institutions.
Health & Community Services is also an important sector
as the third largest employer (11.2% of all jobs) and
representing $68.1 million (7%) to the economy.

BUSINESS SUPPORT SERVICES
Similar to the State of NSW, the workforce of Armidale is
dominated (54%) by white collar jobs, representative of
the local economy and the dominance of education
and healthcare.
The Armidale Dumaresq Local Environmental Plan (LEP)
has been designed to meet a growing demand for more
residential, rural residential, commercial and industrial
land now and in the future.
Over the years, the city has enjoyed unprecedented
economic expansion including construction of one of the
largest Coles Supermarket complexes in NSW and the
opening of two major shopping centre developments –
Armidale Centro including a new Woolworths Supermarket
and Big W, an investment of $66 million, and the
refurbishment of the Armidale Plaza which includes Kmart
and Country Target. A Bunnings Warehouse was opened
in 2010.
In addition to major retail construction, a new $9 million
Police Station has been built, the Armidale TAFE has had
a $4.5 million upgrade and a new Court House is planned
for completion in 2012. The University of New England
continues to upgrade its facilities to meet the growing
demands of the tertiary education sector. Two new
nursing homes have been built, new inner city residential /
retail developments have been taken up and an $8 million
residential estate for retirees is under construction.
The level of activity in Development Applications (DAs) and
Complying Development Certificates (CDCs) increased by
33% in the 2009-2010 financial year, with the estimated
value of work approved ($62.14 million) continuing to
increase by over 18% in comparison to the equivalent
figure for 2008-2009 ($52.5 million).

ARMIDALE DUMARESQ COUNCIL
Armidale Dumaresq Council’s Economic Development,
Tourism & Marketing Department should be your first
point of contact. The Economic Development Manager
together with Council’s General Manager are responsible
for all economic development strategies and projects
including facilitating industry involvement and attracting
new opportunities and programs.
In order to drive future economic growth and
diversification, Armidale Dumaresq Council completed its
10-Year (2011-2021) Economic Development and Tourism
Strategies as part of the Armidale Dumaresq Community
Strategic Plan.
Armidale Dumaresq Council established the Rapid
Response Unit (RRU) in 2007 to ensure that significant
developments could be fast tracked at a high level within
the necessary regulatory guidelines. The Rapid Response
Unit is focussed on assisting large developments or those
developments that encourage job growth within Armidale.
Armidale Dumaresq Council Rapid Response Unit
§§ General Manager
§§ Director of Planning & Environmental Services
§§ Director of Engineering & Works
§§ Economic Development Manager
Contact:
Telephone:
Mobile
email:

Kevin Abey, Economic Development Manager
+61 2 6770 3600
0428 211 388
kabey@armidale.nsw.gov.au

ARMIDALE DISTRICT BUSINESS CHAMBER
The Chamber is a pre-eminent apolitical business
association, known for its outstanding service to its
members and the community and as a leader in addressing
and resolving local and regional business issues.
The Chamber, through promotion, linkages and as a leading
source of business information, provides an effective
framework for the support of its Members.
Through its annual Business Awards, The Chamber
encourages, recognises and rewards excellence and
innovation in business across a wide variety of industries.
Other Chamber activities include the New England
Enterprising Women (NEEW) program providing networking
opportunities for the women’s membership of the Chamber
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and NEON online (www.neonnow.com.au), an interactive
online ‘What’s On Now’ database promoting local cultural,
sporting and social events.
Contact:
Telephone:
Website:
email:

The Chief Executive Officer
+61 2 6771 1177
www.armidalechamber.com.au
office@armidalechamber.com.au

NSW DEPARTMENT OF TRADE & INVESTMENT,
REGIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE & SERVICES
The Armidale Trade & Investment office of the
NSW Department of Trade & Investment, Regional
Infrastructure & Services fosters new and emerging
industries and assists existing industries, encourages and
supports community economic development and helps
individual businesses to expand and grow in terms of jobs,
investments or exports.
Business development programs include assistance with
technology, export growth, business and marketing
plans, e-commerce opportunities, developing marketing
materials and tools, business relocation and/or expansion
and capital raising.
Contact: The Office Manager
Telephone: +61 2 6771 3284
Website: www.business.nsw.gov.au

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AUSTRALIA NORTHERN INLAND
Regional Development Australia - Northern Inland (RDANI) comprises a small team of dedicated staff and a
committee of local people jointly funded by the Australian
and the New South Wales Governments. Our mandate is to
identify, through a regional plan, opportunities to improve
services and help develop our region both economically and
socially in a sustainable environment. We act as a conduit
between Governments and local communities and also as a
provider of information.
RDA-NI is a non-profit community based organisation with
the committee members having a broad and diverse skill
base with extensive networks including Local Government,
the private sector and educational institutions throughout
the region.
Contact:
Telephone:
Website:
email:

The Executive Officer
+61 2 6771 2790
www.rdani.org.au
rdani@rdani.org.au

THE ARMIDALE LIFE 5

INFRASTRUCTURE
TELECOMMUNICATIONS
Armidale is the first city in mainland Australia to be fully
fibred under the National Broadband Network (NBN).
Armidale has fibre optic cable and advanced switching
technology. It offers access to the same range of
telecommunications services as any major metropolitan
centre in Australia through providers including Telstra,
Optus, Internode, Primus, iiNet, AAPT, TPG and others.
The fixed line Telstra infrastructure / capacity that exist
in Armidale include ADSL1 and ADSL2 with Business
Grade DSL also available to businesses if required. Telstra
also offers a high performance, carrier grade, dedicated
connection to one of the largest Internet backbones in
Australia and has a wideband IP Point of Presence (PoP)
providing optical fibre based Wideband connectivity for
Business & Government customers.
Telstra has a number of large SDH Rings through Armidale
via Tamworth and Coffs Harbour, which provide plenty
of capacity and redundancy for any major business
communication requirements.
Telstra’s mobile coverage is provided through its Next
G network with Base Stations located in Armidale,
Kelly’s Plains, University of New England and Little (Mt)
Duval. The Next G network enables wireless voice and
data transmission throughout the region where mobile
coverage exists.

AIR SERVICES
It takes about one hour to travel by air from Sydney to
Armidale. Qantaslink operates over 60 flights per week
between Armidale and Sydney using fully pressurised
Dash-8 (50-seat) aircraft. In addition, Brindabella Airlines
operates a service between Armidale and Brisbane.

Armidale Regional Airport has a modern airport terminal,
free car parking and is located only a few minutes from
the Armidale CBD. The airport has a petrol station and
is home to a number of aviation businesses including
Armidale Airways, Fleet Helicopters, Super-Air, Edwards
Aviation VIP Jet Charter and others.

FREIGHT SERVICES
Armidale is serviced by major road and air freight service
providers including Toll Holdings, Australian Air Express,
TNT Freight as well as other local and regional freight
operators. Freight operators provide overnight freight
services between Sydney, Brisbane and Newcastle as well
as many regional destinations including towns within the
New England North West region of NSW and the coast.

COACH & BUS SERVICES
Armidale has major coach services operating enroute
to and from Sydney, Brisbane, and Melbourne. Buses
provide urban transport within Armidale and to / from the
University of New England.

RAIL SERVICES
Armidale has a daily Countrylink XPT Service to / from
Sydney. The Railway Station is located on the fringe of the
Armidale CBD.

PRIVATE HOSPITAL
Armidale Private Hospital has been providing a
comprehensive range of health care services combined
with modern facilities to the community of Armidale
and surrounding districts since 1998. The hospital is a 30
bed facility owned and operated by Ramsay Health Care,
the largest private health care company in Australia. The
modern and comfortable surroundings incorporate private
and shared accommodation, all with ensuites. All beds
have their own telephone and television.
Staff are committed to exceptional service and the team
model of nursing in a small friendly environment ensures
you receive quality care with your choice of doctor.
Armidale Private Hospital is fully accredited by the
Australian Council on Health Care Standards (ACHS), a
nationally accredited body that ensures that the hospital
provides high standards of care and service.
The Armidale Private Hospital offers medical and
surgical services, all of which are supported by a full
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range of support services including radiology, pathology,
physiotherapy, occupational therapy, social worker, aged
care assessment, pharmacy and dietetics.

PUBLIC HOSPITAL
The Armidale Public Hospital has 86 beds available and
offers the following services:
§§ Accident / emergency

§§ Mental health

§§ Aged care

§§ Occupational therapy

§§ Alcohol/drug

§§ Ophthalmology

§§ Anaesthetics

§§ Outpatients

§§ Child health care

§§ Paediatric

§§ Community health

§§ Palliative care

§§ Community nursing

§§ Pathology

§§ Coronary care

§§ Pharmacy

§§ Day surgery

§§ Physiotherapy

§§ Dental care

§§ Psychiatric

§§ Dietetic

§§ Psychology

§§ Geriatric

§§ Radiology

§§ Geriatric assessment

§§ Rehabilitation

§§ HIV / AIDS

§§ Social work

§§ Home care

§§ Speech therapy

§§ Intensive care

§§ Surgical

§§ Maternity

§§ Teaching

§§ Medical

§§ Women’s health

§§ Medical library
The Armidale Public Hospital has recently undergone
an $18 million redevelopment including upgrades of
its Intensive Care and Renal Dialysis Units. The NSW
Government has committed a further $10 million for the
initial stage of the redevelopment of Armidale Hospital.
The hospital is used by the University of New England’s
new Rural Medical School students and tutors and has
attracted a strong contingent of medical specialists.
A privately operated recent generation CT scanner is
located in close proximity to the hospital. There are over
30 general practitioners in Armidale who form a friendly
and close-knit medical community that interacts well
both professionally and socially.

The city’s water resources include normal treated water,
untreated water from supply reservoirs and grey water
with applications that could create new industries or
expand existing enterprises.
Armidale welcomes business ventures that would produce
good returns per unit of water and, if feasible, have the
potential to generate employment through further
processing or multi-faceted ventures that can pass water
from one activity to another.

ENERGY
Armidale is served by Essential Energy, a NSW
Government-owned corporation, with responsibility for
building, operating and maintaining Australia’s largest
electricity network - delivering essential network services
to more than 800 000 homes and businesses across 95 per
cent of NSW, parts of southern Queensland and northern
Victoria. In addition, Armidale has access to gas and other
sources of renewable energy. The New England region
is recognised as an area for future renewable energy
developments particularly in wind power generation.

WATER
Armidale has the capacity to provide water for a
population of 70 000 people. Armidale has had no water
restrictions and even at the height of the drought its
supply never fell below a four-year capacity. Armidale’s
surplus water resource is available to meet industry needs.
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Its graduates consistently rate their experience at UNE
highly, a reflection of the University's commitment to
student support. The Good Universities Guide for 2011 has
awarded UNE 5 stars for 'graduate satisfaction'. UNE has
achieved this rating for 11 of the past 12 years. UNE also
received 5 stars for 'teaching quality', 'generic skills' and
'access by equity groups'.
More than 80 000 people now hold UNE qualifications,
with many in senior positions in Australia and overseas.
UNE has built up its academic profile to the point where
it now has more than 500 PhD candidates, an important
sign of the University's academic vigour and rigour.

EDUCATION: FROM KINDY TO PHD
Armidale’s excellence in education is well recognised from
pre-school to university level.
The University of New England was the first Australian
university established outside a capital city. With a history
extending back to 1938, UNE has a well-earned reputation
as one of Australia’s great teaching, training and
research universities.
Its graduates consistently rate their experience at UNE
highly, a reflection of the University’s commitment to
student support. More than 80 000 people now hold UNE
qualifications, with many in senior positions in Australia
and overseas.
Armidale is known for the strength and breadth of its
educational institutions.
§§ University of New England (UNE)
§§ New England Institute of TAFE (Armidale)
§§ Three

independent day and boarding schools
§§ Eight public primary schools
§§ Two public high schools

§§ Catholic primary and high school
§§ Rudolf Steiner School
§§ Montessori

School
§§ Minimbah

Aboriginal School
§§ University

of the Third Age
§§ New

England Conservatorium of Music (NECOM)
§§ Armidale

Film & Television School
§§ Preschools

§§ Various

Community Education Programs & Centres

UNIVERSITY OF NEW ENGLAND
UNE is a world class university, with state-of-the-art
teaching and research facilities, sporting amenities and
vibrant residences, offering a truly unique on-campus
experience.
UNE is also a leader in distance education and online
learning, giving students the flexibility to study either
full time or part time; on campus, by distance, or a
combination of both.

UNE is internationally recognised as one of the great
teaching and research universities. Its scholars and
scientists have established international reputations
in rural science, agricultural economics, educational
administration, linguistics and archaeology. Collaborative
research with other institutions includes projects with the
CSIRO and the high profile Cooperative Research Centres.
UNE is home to six national Cooperative Research Centres
(CRCs) for industry-focused research in the cotton, poultry
and sheep industries, and beef genetic technologies;
conducts joint research ventures with industry partners
in the fields of primary industry and animal genetics; and
has a range of research centres in areas as diverse as social
science, management and policy, language and cognition,
and agricultural law.
The regional community directly benefits, not only from
UNE’s provision of higher educational opportunities, but
the strong support and leadership it provides in a range
of intellectual and cultural areas. These include regional,
state and international development; improvements
in school education; development of the professions,
industry and commerce; recognition of and solutions
to social, health and welfare issues; and access to the
University's resources.
For further information about UNE visit www.une.edu.au
or contact the Future Students Team.
Telephone: 1800 818 865
Web:
www.une.edu.au/future
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EDUCATION - INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS
TAFE NSW - ARMIDALE CAMPUS
The Armidale Campus offers a wide variety of quality
training courses to industry and the community from
Statement of Attainment through to Advanced Diploma
level. On Campus speciality course areas include:
agriculture, automotive, building & construction,
business & management, engineering, fine arts, health &
community services, tourism & hospitality, information
technology, massage & fitness, film & television, graphic
design, sheep & wool, and general education.
Courses can be delivered in a range of styles including face
to face, flexibly, block release or on-line. Specific training
can be tailored for a business or community group and we
offer a wide range of short commercial courses (day, night
and weekends).
We have highly qualified teachers with extensive industry
and teaching experience, modern facilities, excellent
resources, simulated work environments, modern trade
workshops, a specialised rural skills centre and up-to-date
computer systems and software.
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Traineeships and apprenticeships are available where
we provide flexible training on and off the job to new
entrants to the workforce and those already employed.
Further support services available include: personal
counselling, student association membership, library,
tutorial support, indigenous student support, teacher
consultants for students with disabilities and recognition
of prior learning.
Studying at TAFE is also an advantage for those thinking
about attending University, certain TAFE courses provide
credit towards higher level university study.
TAFE Customer Service Centre: 1800 448 176 (free call)
Armidale Campus: Beardy Street, Armidale
Telephone: +61 2 6773 7700
Web:
www.newengland.tafensw.edu.au

Armidale has been home to three of the most prestigious
independent day and boarding schools in Australia since
1887. Outstanding academic results reflect the highly
motivated learning environment offered by these schools.

THE ARMIDALE SCHOOL (TAS)
The Armidale School is an Anglican day and boarding
school with over 600 students, consisting of a co-ed
Junior School (T-5), an award winning Middle School
(Yrs 6-8) and Senior School (Yrs 9-12). This structure,
along with small class sizes, enables staff to know and
understand each child and their needs.
The academic program provides for individual acceleration
or remediation to ensure that each student is provided
with the opportunity to achieve. Underpinning the
academic emphasis is a strong IT focus with a 1:1 Laptop
program from Year 3.
Focussed individual education has been a key feature and
strength of The Armidale School throughout its history.

We remain committed to a broad, liberal education that
promotes self-esteem and gives students the confidence
to tackle new challenges.
Whether it be creative arts, sport, service or adventure
activities, traineeships or international exchange, it is the
business of the school to help find and support each boy’s
involvement in worthwhile and personal endeavours.
The boarding environment reinforces our belief in the
importance of the secure family unit by creating a home
away from home. TAS continues to regard the boarding
experience as an educational and social advantage
where students learn independence, responsibility and
consideration for others, as well as developing a
strong spirit.
Contact the Registrar, The Armidale School.
Telephone: +61 2 6776 5800 or 1800 677 303
email:
info@as.edu.au
Web:
www.as.edu.au
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EDUCATION - PUBLIC SCHOOLS
NEW ENGLAND GIRLS’ SCHOOL (NEGS)
Singing lessons with an Opera Australia professional,
competitive rifle shooting, horse-riding at a world-class
equestrian centre for your HSC and experiencing student
exchange overseas – such are the rich and diverse
opportunities at the New England Girls' School and St
John's Co-Educational Junior School.

PLC ARMIDALE
PLC Armidale is one of a great tradition of PLC schools for
young women. Our PLC graduates are capable, confident
and accomplished with a responsiveness to the world
around them and a strong sense of service. We encourage
our students to achieve beyond their expectations and
strive hard academically, allowing them to make the most
of opportunities beyond school.
PLC Armidale’s results in external examinations are
consistently outstanding and can be viewed on our
website. PLC graduates typically go to universities in
Australia and across the world to study in chosen fields
such as Medicine, Law, Agriculture and Drama and the
Arts. Our high academic standards are the result of close
attention to each student’s individual needs, a focus
on quality of instruction in the classroom and high
expectations.
Our PLC staff are highly qualified, experienced and
capable. They know how important it is for young women
to feel ‘liked,’ included and that their teachers care for
them. The mutual respect amongst staff and students
creates a friendly, purposeful and relaxed atmosphere.
We would be delighted to show you around our school,
experience days are great fun. For further information
please contact our Enrolment Manager.
Telephone: +61 2 6770 1700
email:
enrolments@plcarmidale.nsw.edu.au
Web:
www.plcarmidale.nsw.edu.au
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An Anglican Day and Boarding School catering for boys
and girls from Transition to Year 6 and girls from Year 7 to
Year 12. Situated on 50 hectares of parkland, our campus
boasts modern facilities, wireless broadband access and
beautiful heritage-listed buildings. Being only one of three
NSW schools and 80 internationally that are members of
the Round Square organisation, we can offer our students
the opportunity to exchange at a number of leading
overseas schools, as well as experiencing community
service programs in places like Thailand and Fiji.
Meanwhile a rigorous academic curriculum is taught by
highly qualified and passionate teachers.
As the only NSW School with its own equestrian centre,
this offers the chance for boys and girls to experience or
further their riding passion either recreationally or as part
of the formal curriculum, under the tuition of national
horseriding champions.
An education at NEGS and St John's really is the
experience of a lifetime.
Telephone: +61 2 6774 8700
email:
enrolments@negs.nsw.edu.au
Web:
www.negs.nsw.edu.au

Nine wonderful public schools, plus the Thalgarrah
Environmental Education Centre, in the Armidale district
make up your Armidale Community of Schools. These
schools, large and small, work together to offer the
children of our city the quality education that develops
articulate, responsible and successful adults.
Our highly qualified and dedicated teachers provide
challenging and stimulating learning environments to
nurture the individual talents of our children. Students
benefit from the latest technologies and resources.
Disciplined, caring environments and leadership programs
encourage respect, tolerance, care and citizenship.

Armidale City Public School
www.armidalec-p.schools.nsw.edu.au
Ben Venue Public School
www.benvenue-p.schools.nsw.edu.au
Drummond Memorial Public School
www.drummondm-p.schools.nsw.edu.au
Kellys Plains Public School
www.kellysplan-p.schools.nsw.edu.au
Martins Gully Public School
www.martinsgul-p.schools.nsw.edu.au

Both of our excellent high schools offer an outstanding
selection of traditional, vocational and extended HSC
curriculum choices, and have a record of excellent
academic achievement.

Newling Public School
www.newling-p.schools.nsw.edu.au

Armidale High School
www.armidale-h.schools.nsw.edu.au

Thalgarrah Environmental Education Centre
www.thalgarrah-e.schools.nsw.edu.au

Sandon Public School
www.sandon-p.schools.nsw.edu.au

Duval High School
www.duval-h.schools.nsw.edu.au

EDUCATION - CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
ST MARY’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

O’CONNOR CATHOLIC COLLEGE

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School lives and celebrates the
Gospel values in the rich traditions of the Catholic faith.
It is a place where students are nurtured and empowered
to become independent lifelong learners. St Mary’s is a
harmonious community where all members are valued
and respected.

A Catholic co-educational secondary school in Armidale
serving the parents and students of New England.

Educational excellence drives our successful and dynamic
learning community. We nurture innovative approaches
to teaching and learning ensuring opportunities for
individual achievement.

The aim for our students is to graduate as confident,
healthy, empowered young people who are well equipped
to choose future pathways and begin a rich and rewarding
life journey.

Learning is collaborative and student centred focusing on
meeting current and future needs. Students have pride
and confidence in their work and are challenged to reach
their potential.

Learning takes place in many situations and environments.
Our broad based curriculum allows students to demonstrate
their gifts and talents across all learning areas.

Telephone: +61 2 6772 4441
email:
admin@stmarysarmidale.catholic.edu.au
Web:
www.stmarysarmidale.catholic.edu.au

At O'Connor we are committed to providing the best
possible environment for our students to succeed and
grow academically, spiritually, socially and physically.

Telephone: +61 2 6772 1666
email:
admin@oconnor.nsw.edu.au
Web:
www.oconnor.nsw.edu.au
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EMPLOYMENT IN ARMIDALE
Analysis of employment by industry indicates that the
education industry is the largest employer in the Armidale
Dumaresq LGA. Over 2400 persons (or 21.4% of the
workforce) in the Armidale Dumaresq LGA work in the
Education & Training industry. The region is home to
the University of New England as well as TAFE facilities,
independent and public schools.

REAL ESTATE IN ARMIDALE
Reflective of the area’s status as the services capital of
the broader region is the large representation of the Retail
Trade (12.5%), Healthcare & Social Assistance (11.2%),
Professional, Scientific & Technical Services (5.9%), Public
Administration & Safety (5.9%), and Accommodation &
Food Services (9.6%) industries (by employment) in
the region.

EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY

Armidale’s real estate market continues to perform
well despite the market downturn in Sydney and higher
interest rates. In the last ten years ending 2011, the
average annual capital growth for residential real estate in
Armidale has been 10.7% per annum.

The demand for rental accommodation is set to continue
particularly with the growth in the general population of
Armidale and number of students at the University of New
England. Investment properties start from $200 000 with
a gross return of between 5% - 6%.

The level of development in Armidale including the
four shopping centres – Centro Armidale (Woolworths
Supermarket & Big W), Armidale Plaza (Kmart & Country
Target), Eastend Shopping Centre (Coles Supermarket) as
well as the Armidale Mall (Beardy Street) has caught the
interest of many city changers and investors.

For a list of real estate agents in Armidale, please visit the
Armidale Region website: www.armidaleregion.com.au

Armidale Dumaresq LGA Census 2006

21.4%

2.5%
3.4%
3.4%
5.8%

12.5%
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5.9%
11.2%
6.8%
9.6%
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Education & Training

21.4%

Retail Trade

12.5%

Health Care & Social Assistance

11.2%

Accommodation & Food Services

9.6%

Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing

6.8%

Public Administration & Safety

5.9%

Professional, Scientific & Technical Services

5.9%

Construction

5.8%

Manufacturing

3.4%

Other Services

3.4%

Wholesale Trade

2.5%

Financial & Insurance Services

2.4%

Administrative & Support Services

2.2%

Transport, Postal & Warehousing

2.1%

Arts & Recreation Services

1.5%

Information Media & Telecommunications

1.3%

Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services

1.1%

Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services

0.7%

Mining

0.3%

Housing is still very affordable in Armidale. The median
price for residential real estate is $305 000. A mid-market
four bedroom home, with ensuite and double garage will
range from $400 000 - $450 000.
Rural residential properties are highly sought after in
Armidale. A four bedroom home on a 5–10 acre property
with town water in close proximity to the Armidale CBD
will normally start from $700 000.
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RURAL INDUSTRIES
The New England Region is an agriculture production area
which relies upon Armidale as its primary service centre.
Traditionally the region has engaged in sheep production
producing high quality wool that has found its way to
some of the world’s best known fashion houses. The
region also engages in beef cattle, fat lambs and some
horticulture, dairy and other livestock production. The
strength of these local primary industries has led to many
research programs and partnerships between local farmers
and the University of New England, CSIRO Chiswick, Private
Research Organisations and relevant NSW Government
Industry Departments.
In more recent times, cool climate wine growing has
expanded in the region. Armidale is the major population
centre for the newly declared New England Australia
Geographic Indicator. This means the area has been
recognised as a distinct national wine growing region.
Several wineries and cellar doors including Petersons,
Merilba Estate, Thunder Ridge, Whyworry Wines, Mihi
Creek, Boorolong Road Estate and others are attracting
strong interest from wine buffs and visitors to the region.
Diverse enterprises in aquaculture, pome fruits, berries,
olives and alpacas are also a feature of the area.

RETAIL IN ARMIDALE
The retail sector has been one of the drivers of growth in
Armidale in recent years with three large shopping centres
hosting most well known national chains. New Coles
and Woolworths supermarkets have been built and both
K-Mart and Big-W stores are attracting shoppers from
around the region.
Armidale is well served with many independent retail
stores including coffee shops, deli-cafés, bookshops, and
an eco-store. There are also many exclusive fashion stores,
several arcades with small independent retailers and a

bustling mall in Beardy Street nestled amongst heritage
listed buildings creating an atmospheric heart to the city.
Armidale is fortunate to have its entire retail centre all
within easy walking distance providing access to all shops
and services. Armidale’s retail sector is also served by many
bulky goods retailing outlets and the city is continuing to
develop into a regional shopping hub attracting shoppers
from over a 100 kilometre radius.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
The professional services sector includes the industries of
Finance & Insurance Services, Rental Hiring & Real Estate
Services and Professional, Scientific & Technical Services of
which Accounting and Legal Services makes up the largest
proportion of employment in the region.
Compared to the broader New England region, Armidale
is well represented in terms of the number of people
employed in professional services. With an existing
capability and a need for professional services in the
broader region it is likely that Armidale will continue to
grow this capability to service the New England Region
and surrounds, further establishing its role not only as a
population service centre but an important business and
professional service centre of regional New South Wales.
According to the latest Census data – Industry of
Employment by Occupation, Armidale has the highest
number of employed professionals (24%) as a percentage
of working population, compared to the largest NSW
inland regional cities or NSW as a whole.
Many professional firms in the legal, finance, education,
research, science, consulting and technical industry sectors
are based in Armidale. They benefit from the supporting
infrastructure and links to the University of New England
and other research based organisations. Armidale is the
first city in mainland Australia to be fully fibred with the
National Broadband Network (NBN) which will significantly
benefit new and existing businesses.
Combining the infrastructure and support that is
available, together with excellent lifestyle opportunities, it
is not hard to see why many professionals choose Armidale
as their home.

16 THE ARMIDALE LIFE www.armidaleregion.com.au

THE ARMIDALE LIFE 17

when the first teachers college outside Sydney was built
in Armidale, a magnificent Italianate structure overlooking
the city.
Between 1929 and 1948, Sydney philanthropist Howard
Hinton bestowed more than 1000 works by Australia’s
best known painters to the Teachers College. That
collection now valued at $40 million is housed in the New
England Regional Art Museum (NERAM) along with the
Coventry and NERAM collections. NERAM is recognised as
one of the leading regional art galleries in Australia, just as
Hinton intended.

music

Growth of the University of New England from a college of
Sydney University in 1938 altered Armidale’s demographic.
Academics and students merged with the local population
to engage in music, theatre, art and writing. This impetus
generated the cultural riches the city has today.
The Teachers College is now the base for the New
England Conservatorium of Music (NECOM), the TAFE
Film & Television School, UNE Partnerships and the UNE
Department of Music. The musical community is closely
linked through the Armidale Symphony Orchestra, the
Armidale Youth Orchestra, the New England Guitar
Ensemble, Fiori Musicali and many choral and other
musical groups. There are also the biennial New England
Bach Festival, Musica Viva concerts, jazz concerts and
many local and other recitals.
Each year the Armidale Drama & Musical Society (ADMS)
stages a major musical. 'Sweeney Todd', 'Titanic', 'Blood
Brothers' and 'Urinetown' were recent productions. The
UNE Theatre Studies also stages regular performances as
do other groups including local schools and colleges. Oz
Opera performs in Armidale every two years. Stage One
conducts drama, dance and circus classes for young people.

ARTS & CULTURE
Armidale mirrors a metropolitan city in the diversity and
depth of its arts and cultural activities. Historically, it
has been fortunate with its leaders and philanthropists
and their determination to forge a multicultural and
sophisticated centre in the inland.
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From its early days the city took on a distinctive character
with its public and private buildings through the work
of noted colonial architects Horbury Hunt (St Peters
Cathedral and Booloominbah) and Sir John Sulman (The
Armidale School) and others. Another was added in 1929

Armidale has a twin cinema with a mixed program of art
house and mainstream movie programs. An International
Film Festival is held annually at the cinema. The New
England Writers Centre has an annual schedule of events
including tours and workshops from notable writers and
poets as well as promoting regular interaction between
local writers. Poetzinc meets regularly for local poets to
share their work and UNE holds many public lectures both
on campus and in the city.
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TOURISM

ARMIDALE – THE ART OF LIVING

At an elevation of almost 1000 metres above sea level,
Armidale is Australia’s highest city. Winter is a great time
for walking and Armidale is an ideal base for exploring the
natural attractions of the New England region. Within 90
minutes drive of Armidale are three World Heritage listed
National Parks, The Oxley Wild Rivers, New England and
Dorrigo National Parks.

Armidale is an Evocity,
a city where you can truly
experience the Art of Living!

The closest national park is Oxley Wild Rivers where
you can see some of the most spectacular gorges and
waterfalls in Australia. Dangars Gorge is just 20 minutes
drive from Armidale and Wollomombi Gorge, with the
second highest falls in the Southern Hemisphere, is only
30 minutes from town along the Waterfall Way.
An hour’s drive east of Armidale is Cathedral Rock National
Park, which offers great walks and nearby is wild and
rugged New England National Park, where you can walk
amidst snowgums, banksia or Antarctic beech forest,
where the views on a clear day are simply breathtaking.

LIFESTYLE

NEW ENGLAND REGIONAL ART MUSEUM
NERAM has been described as the 'jewel in the crown' of
Australia’s regional gallery network. It was opened in 1983
and houses three significant collections, - the Howard
Hinton Collection, the Chandler Coventry Collection and
the NERAM Collection, which collectively form the most
comprehensive and renowned collection of 20th century
Australian art.

GUIDED TOURS
Armidale is one of the few cities in Australia to offer a
free guided heritage tour of the town’s attractions. The
two-hour guided tour includes stops at the New England
Regional Art Museum (NERAM), the Railway Museum and
the University of New England.

Imagine living only five minutes drive from work? Or being
able to nip home on your bike for lunch? This is the reality
for thousands of people living in Armidale. Less traffic, less
time commuting and more time for you and your family to
enjoy Armidale’s stunning natural surrounds.

HEALTH
Armidale has top quality health services to ensure you
and your family can access the best possible care from
hospitals, general practitioners, medical centres and a
variety of specialists.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
There are excellent career prospects in Armidale; Armidale
provides all the potential that a capital city offers and,
in some cases, even more. Armidale can accommodate
professionals from all walks of life and for those looking to
open or kick-start their own business, Armidale is a city
of opportunity.

EDUCATION
Armidale is arguably 'the' city of education in Australia.
With the University of New England, New England
Institute of TAFE, exceptional independent, public and
Catholic schools, Armidale offers a truly first class 'Kindy to
PhD' educational experience.

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES & TOURS
Armidale offers outdoor lovers top trout fishing,
canyoning, bushwalking, mountain biking and bouldering.
For those wishing to fully experience Armidale’s
magnificent gorge country, a helicopter flight will delight.

Evocities combine work / life balance, open spaces,
beautiful natural surroundings and more disposable
income with time to enjoy what is important to you
everyday. Evocities have many of the benefits of a capital
city without the hassles – a City Change with less traffic,
great lifestyle, welcoming safe community, fantastic cafés
and restaurants, a beautiful spacious home with a smaller
mortgage to raise your family.

EASIER COMMUTING

NEW ENGLAND WINE REGION
'New England Australia' was registered in January 2008,
joining about 60 other Australian wine regions recognised
under law by Australia's Geographical Indications
Committee. The New England wine region brings a new
element of excitement to the Australian wine industry.
With its high altitude and cool winters, it is producing
wines of a distinctive style.
“There is no other region which has come on stream
with so much to offer as the New England. Variations
in altitude, aspect, degree of slope and soil type give
vignerons a wide choice of variety and wine style.”
James Halliday AM. Respected wine critic.

PROPERTY
One of the great benefits of living in an Evocity such as
Armidale is the affordable cost of housing compared to
a major metropolitan city. This means Armidale residents
enjoy the luxury of having more space with less mortgage.
With a vibrant tertiary education sector comes a healthy
demand for rental accommodation. Armidale represents a
unique opportunity for property investors.

ARMIDALE VISITOR INFORMATION CENTRE
Telephone: +61 2 6770 3888
Web:
www.armidaletourism.com.au
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QUICK FACTS
Population		

26 642 people

Retail Services
§§ The Armidale Mall

§§ New England Regional Art Museum (NERAM)

Housing Prices

Median Price: $305 000

§§ Hanna’s Arcade
§§ Armidale Centro (Woolworths and Big W)

§§ The Armidale School’s Michael Hoskins Creative
Arts Centre

§§ Armidale Plaza (Kmart and Country Target)

§§ New England Conservatorium of Music (NECOM),

Major Employers
§§ University of New England (UNE)
§§ Hunter New England Area Health Service
§§ Armidale Dumaresq Council
§§ The Armidale School
§§ New England Institute of TAFE
§§ New England Community Mutual
§§ Research Organisations
§§ Professional Services Firms

Key Business Opportunities
§§ Education
§§ Professional and Technical Services
§§ Research Services

§§ Richardson’s Arcade

§§ Booloominbah (UNE)

§§ East End Mall (Coles Supermarket)

§§ The Armidale Library

§§ Harvey Norman Centre

§§ Aboriginal Cultural Centre & Keeping Place

§§ Phoenix Centre (Retravision)

§§ Folk Museum

§§ Bunnings Warehouse Centre

§§ Railway Museum

§§ Lincraft

§§ UNE Heritage Centre & Archives

§§ Dick Smith Electronics

§§ Dixson Library (UNE)

§§ Dan Murphy’s

§§ Belgrave Twin Cinema
§§ Other theatres, museums and galleries

Leisure & Dining
§§ 9 Licensed Hotels
§§ 4 Registered Clubs
§§ 16 Cafes and many Established Restaurants

§§ Public Administration
§§ Boutique Retail
§§ Light Manufacturing
§§ Land Development
§§ Medical and Dental Services

Transport Links

§§ Road – 567km north of Sydney
§§ Rail – Armidale to Sydney – Countrylink

§§ 3 Independent Day and Boarding Schools (K-12)
§§ 8 Public Primary Schools
§§ 2 Public High Schools
§§ Catholic Primary and High School
§§ Rudolf Steiner School
§§ Montessori School
§§ Minimbah Aboriginal School

Support Services
§§ 2 major hospitals (Armidale Hospital and Armidale
Private Hospital)
§§ School of Rural Medicine (UNE)
§§ Numerous General, Dental and Specialist
Medical Services

§§ Air – Armidale to Sydney – QantasLink
§§ Air – Armidale to Brisbane – Brindabella
§§ Road - 467km south of Brisbane

Schools

Cultural Services

Sporting Facilities
§§ Numerous sporting clubs
§§ 18 hole par 72 golf course
§§ 22 sporting grounds and venues
§§ Sport UNE

Ageing & Disability Services
§§ Youth Services
§§ State & Federal Government Services

Family Support Services
§§ 7 Community-based Pre-school Centres
§§ 3 Community-based Long Day Child-care Centres
§§ 10 other Pre-school and Child-care Services
§§ 7 Aged-care Facilities

Climate
Tertiary Education

Summer:

Temperature Ranges 12 to 27 degrees

§§ University of New England (UNE)

Winter:

Temperature Ranges 0 to 16 degrees

§§ UNE Partnerships (UNEP)

Rainfall:

Average Annual Rainfall 800mm

§§ New England Institute of TAFE
§§ University of the Third Age
§§ New England Conservatorium of Music (NECOM)
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MORE INFORMATION
www.armidaleregion.com.au
Manager – Economic Development, Tourism & Marketing
Armidale Dumaresq Council
PO Box 75A, Armidale NSW 2350
Telephone:

+ 61 2 6770 3600

Facsimile:

+ 61 2 6772 9275

email:

council@armidale.nsw.gov.au
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